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the  “old LDP”  such  as  factional  struggles,  pork  barrel  politics,  corruption  and 
the  connections between politicians,  businessmen and bureaucrats. He  claimed 











Masuzoe Yōichi decided  to  form a new party because he believed  that his 
popularity among the Japanese public would suffice to gain a good electoral re-
sult.  Indeed, Masuzoe was  a  very well-known  and highly  evaluated politician. 
















5. Prospects for the Creation of a “Third Pole”
The establishment of new parties  in the 1990s eventually led to the creation of 
the DPJ, which gradually became a viable “second pole” for the LDP rule. How-
ever, when the DPJ came into power in 2009 it  turned out  that  it did not bring 











the LDP.  In September  2011 Noda Yoshihiko  became  the  third  prime minister 
from the DPJ in only two years after the historic alternation of power. 
The DPJ proved as prone to internal frictions as the LDP. The biggest anti-
































































Sept.’12 Dec.’12 Sept.’12 Dec.’12 Sept.’12 Dec.’12
DPJ 247 57 87 87 334 144
LDP 117 294 82 84 199 378
PLF 37 - 12 - 49 -
Kōmeitō 21 31 19 19 40 50
TPJ - 9 - 8 - 17
Communist Party 9 8 6 6 15 14
YP 5 18 8 8 13 26
SDP 6 2 4 4 10 6
KP 9 - 0 - 9 -
JRA 3 54 4 4 7 58
PNP 2 1 3 3 5 4
NPD-TD 3 1 2 2 5 3
SPJ 2 - 3 - 5 -
NRP 0 0 2 2 2 2
NPN 1 0 0 0 1 0
Source: based upon many sources, including: Kokkai Giin Yōran, Heisei 24 nen 8 Gatsu Han, 
2012. 
Nevertheless, in July 2012 the PLF was formed, and in September 2012 an-
other  new  strong  competitor  emerged  on  the  Japanese  political  scene.  Initially 
the  Japan Restoration Association  (JRA, Nippon  Ishin  no Kai),  established  by 



























in which  300  seats  came  from  single-seat  constituencies  and  200  (currently 


















































Disch, Lisa J. (2002). The Tyranny of the Two-Party System, New York: Columbia University Press.
Hasegawa Yukihiro (2010). Kantei Haiboku [The Deafeat of the Palace], Tokyo: Kōdansha.
Hiranuma  Takeo.  (2007).  Seiji Bushidō [Political  Way  of  a  Warrior],  Tokyo:  PHP  Fakutorī 
Paburishingu.
Hiranuma Takeo. (2005). Shin Kokka Ron – Mattō na Nihon o Tsukuru Tame ni [New State Theory 
– To Create a Respectable Japan], Tokyo: Chūō Kōron Shinsha.
Hiranuma Takeo, Nakayama Nariaki, Tamogami Toshio.  (2010). Shin no Hoshu Dake ga Nihon 
o Sukuu [Only a True Conservatism Will Save Japan], Tokyo: Kōdansha.
Kabashima, Ikuo, Gill Steel. (2010). Changing Politics in Japan, Ithaca and London: Cornell Uni-
versity Press.
Kamei Shizuka, Namikawa Eita. (2003). Han’ei no Shinario [The Scenario of Prosperity], Tokyo: 
Chūkei Shuppan.
Kokkai Giin Yōran, Heisei 24 nen 8 Gatsu Han  [Handbook  of  Parliamentarians, August  2012] 
(2012), Tokyo: Seikan Yōransha.
Masuzoe Yōichi. (2010). Nihon Shinsei Keikaku [The Plan of Japan’s Renewal], Tokyo: Kōdansha.
10.  Scheiner,  Ethan.  (2006). Democracy Without Competition in Japan. Opposition Failure in 
a One-Party Dominant State, New York: Cambridge University Press.
169
Sugawara Taku. (2009). Yoron no Kyokkai – Naze Jimintō wa Taihai Shita no ka [Distortion of Pub-
lic Opinion – Why Was LDP Defeated], Tokyo: Kōbunsha.




Watanabe Yoshimi (2010). “Minna no Chikara” – Chiisana Seifu de Nihon wa Hiyaku Suru! [“Ev-
eryone’s Power” – Japan Will Leap with a Small Government!], Tokyo: Takarajimasha.
Yomiuri Shinbun Seijibu. (2010). Minshutō. Meisō to Uragiri no 300 Nichi [The Democratic Party 
of Japan. 300 Days of Straying and Betrayal], Tokyo: Shinchōsha.
Yomiuri Shinbun Yoron Chōsabu. (2009). Kokumin Ishiki no Ugoki [Movement of People’s Con-
sciousness],  in: 2009 nen, Naze Seiken Kōtai Datta no ka  [2009, Why Did Alternation  of 
Power Occur?],  eds Tanaka Aiji, Kōno Masaru, Hino Airō,  Iida Takeshi, Yomiuri  Shinbun 
Yoron Chōsabu, Tokyo: Keisō Shobō.
Yoron Chōsa – Shitsumon to Kaitō, 4 gatsu 21, 22 nichi Jisshi [Opinion Poll – Questions and An-
swers, Conducted on April 21-22] (2012), Asahi Shinbun. URL: <http://www.asahi.com/poli-
tics/update/0502/TKY201205020378.html> [accessed May 6, 2012].
Yosano Kaoru. (2010). Minshutō ga Nihon Keizai o Hakai Suru [The Democratic Party of Japan 
Destroys the Japanese Economy], Tokyo: Bungei Shunjū.
Your  Party.  (2011).  ‘Hitori Ippyō’ Hirei Daihyōsei (Brokku Tan’i)  [“One  person  –  One  Vote” 
Proportional  Representation  System  (Block  Unit)].  URL:  <http://www.your-party.jp/file/
press/111021-01a.pdf> [accessed December 2, 2011].
Zakowski, Karol (2011). Evolution of the Japanese Political Scene: Toward a Non-Issue-Oriented 
Two-Party System?, “Asian Journal of Political Science”, 19, 2: 186-207.
